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Quote for Teachers' Day 5th October to honour and recognise the incredible hard work of our Heritage
teachers especially in this crisis:

“Education breeds confidence. Confidence breeds hope. Hope breeds peace.”
Confucius




Director’s weekly notes- “The View from Dacia Boulevard”
It is hard to believe we are already in the month of October
and there is definitely an autumnal equinox change in the
air not least from the horrendous thunderstorms that saw
Chisinau rain deluged on Tuesday morning. I want to thank
all our community for their ongoing incredible support,
patience, understanding and counsel, as we continue to
ensure our children are getting their education in this crisis.
Below is a chart from my letter sent home last week to all
parents outlining the steps and answers about coming to
school in this crisis. We are seeing the case numbers rise
exponentially still in Moldova and from the 1st October, Chisinau is designated a "red category" with
local authorities given increased powers to introduce restrictions. The case numbers we have in school
currently stands at 6 teachers, 6 students and 6 classes in a 14 day isolation on the DLP as a precaution
to monitor because a student in that class has been tested positively. We also have a number of staff
and students at home with cold/flu symptoms who are rightly being cautious. Some of the student
numbers are from teachers and also siblings from the same family. With the model we are operating in
school, we have not seen transmission jump across isolation bubbles, we have a very thorough track and
trace system and data recording system but what I will say strenuously here is that the biggest
challenge we have in school isn't around our measures or how we deal with symptoms/cases, it is
what happens outside of school and every member of our community being responsible in this
pandemic. I am also grateful to those of you who have contacted me to say you have "stopped silly
gossip" and in our school community it is the last thing we need as we focus and concentrate all our
energies on finding solutions and managing this crisis constructively. We are very transparent about this
and there certainly is no manual for any school globally in how we manage this extraordinary situation
effectively. If anyone wants to ask about any aspect of what the school is doing and why, please contact
us. There are enough contact links at the foot of this newsletter to help.

We celebrate our incredible teachers on the 5th Oct and I am in awe throughout this year of how hard
they have worked, their professionalism and how much they have done to ensure our school continues to
provide education in this pandemic. They have taught from their homes for 3 months this year, most
didn't have a summer break as we worked continuously in the summer months to make sure we could
return in September and now they are teaching classes physically and online as they deal with all the
new issues that arise. They are undertaking substitutions for their colleagues who are not well and I
know how exhausting this school year feels already. Their professionalism means they are up late and
using their weekends to make sure classes have engaging and quality learning. They are also carrying
their concerns and fears in this crisis for their colleagues, their families and your families. They really
value your support and I know you will share with me full appreciation of the brilliant team of teachers
we have at Heritage. It is my privilege to serve them as director. This is what makes us a World Class
School and next week we will be representing Moldova in the 100 school showcasing internationally for
World Education Week. This is a real honour and my thanks to our global learning coordinator, Tatiana
Popa, for her tremendous leadership and her team, in continuing to create daily, global learning
opportunities and bringing the World into classrooms as an outward facing school. The article sent to
me below from one of our parents makes the strong case around why we have to make sure education
doesn't fall victim to Covid and at Heritage our game plan this year is to ensure it definitely doesn't. I
need your help as the entire school community over the next few months in this aim.

Rob Ford, Director.



Articles/Resources:

- Education must not fall victim to COVID-19; https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-
homepage/86046/education-must-not-fall-victim-covid-19_en

- WHO folder of resources on Covid19 for Parents, Teachers and Students. A huge thanks to Dr Igor
Pokanevych for his ongoing support and advice to the school through this crisis and for sharing this
comprehensive folder of useful resources from the

WHO; https://www.euro.who.int/ _data/assets/pdf file/0011/463817/COVID-19-schooling-virtual-

folder.pdf

- Our return to school pledge as a reminder to the whole community that we all need to keep safe
measures operating outside of school: https://www.heritage.md/en/news/return-to-school-pledge/
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Can/Should my child go to school today?

Stay at home, for 14 days, and inform the school immediately.
Monitor symptoms and if any doubt see your medical hezlth care
provider for a test and further advice. Lessons will be from the
Hybrid model. Inform the class teacher for advice about when you
think you are returning safely from isolation. Do not send into
school if any doubt!

A stdentinyme e ches

Amdmmwtm : has The school will inform directly the families of the class, any siblings,
mmmmwmkmﬁ ‘ to go home immediately and where the cluster may have been. To
have been kept in their isolation isolate, continuing on Distance Learning.

The class can stay in school, to be monitored, because the teacher
has kept all safe measures. The class will have a substitute to
continue learning if the teacher is not able to teach remotely. Any
issues with lezrning contact the Head of Primary (for primary} or
the Hybrid Learning Coordinator or Academic Director.

No. We update our central track and trace spreadsheet continually.
The classes are operating in isolation bubbles, the school is deep
cleaned several times daily, students are using outdoor spaces and
getting fresh air in classes in school and therefore this avoids

X transmission clusters across the classes. We are working with those
directly affected immediately and keep the community informed
weekly.

°,Mmml the schoo!l move onto ' The country is now on RAG zones of danger from the 1*' Oct and we

a DLP and how long is this likely? ‘ lizise with the public authorities at all times on cases, numbers,
A7y ko operationz| safety and any developments. The DLP remains

immediately operztional at all times in the event of the school
closing for 2 few weeks as case numbers are steadied and we can
return to physical school. This will likely be the pattern of 2020-21.

What to look for? If you are in any doubt, do not allow your child to come to school.
The three main symptoms to watch for are:

1. a high temperature: any new high temperature where your
child feels hot to touch on their chest or back (you do not need to
necessarily measure the temperature)

2, a new continuous cough: coughing a lot for more than an hour,
or three or more coughing episodes in 24 hours

3. a loss of, or change in, sense of smell or taste: a noticeable loss
of smell or taste or thines smell and taste different to normal




COBIS International Art Competition: Students (ages 6-14) are $ ipars S
invited to produce a piece of art that reflects this year's == L) e
competition theme, 'Connections’. This Art Competition is a Art Competition
fantastic opportunity for young artists to compete internationally and Competition theme: ‘Connections’

Deadline: Wednesday 24 February 2021

showcase their talents. The competition is open to all COBIS schools,
including Applicant schools. Submissions will open on Wednesday 27
January and close at 3pm (GMT) on Wednesday 24 February

2021. Each school will be able to submit up to three entries per
category. Many schools choose to run an internal competition to select
these entries.

cobis.org.uk/art
. Y.

Heritage in the media:

- Tatiana Popa's article in the TES international magazine on why
educators around the world need to share what they have learned in
this crisis:
https://www.tes.com/news/global-outlook-international-teachers-
world-education-ideas

Notes from Ms Elize

We have completed our first full month back and although it had its ups and downs, we are moving
forward and are creating wonderful learning experiences daily.

There have been some cases in our school community, but fortunately we have good systems and policies
in place to manage this. Teaching through Hybrid Learning and the DLP is ensuring that all students
have access to constructive and active learning. These methods do come without some challenges and
the school would like to thank you for your patience, support and understanding as we sort out these
teething problems. The pandemic will pose issues well into 2021 and we as a responsible school
community will have to work together to ensure that all health and safety protocols are adhered to, not
only at school but also in our wider communities outside of school.

On Monday we are celebrating World Teachers Day. The theme this year, very fittingly, is “Teachers:
Leading in crisis, reimagining the future.” Our teachers are working very hard to ensure that all students
are receiving quality education under unprecedented circumstances. Teachers today have to reinvent
themselves and the ways they have been teaching almost on a daily basis. The pandemic is teaching us
to think out of the box, with a more open-minded view towards how we can educate our students.
Education is evolving and changing and we have to evolve and change with it. Yes, there is a time and
place for traditional teaching methods, however we should try not focus only on these but rather look
forward and explore how we can use new tools, technology and innovation to educate and mold our
students to become global citizens and the leaders of tomorrow. Please join me as we say thank you to
all our teachers at Heritage and wish them a happy Teachers’ Day!

There are three weeks left before the autumn break. Parent teacher conferences will be held on the 22nd
and 23rd of October 2020. The weather is turning and we are blessed with lovely autumn weather. It is
a beautiful time of the year venture out in nature, socially distanced of course. I wish you a lovely
weekend with your family.



“A good teacher is like a candle-
It consumes itself to light the way for others.”
Anonymous
Elize Morin




News from Secondary:
The Cambridge learnerattributes; https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/why-choose-us/parents-

and-students/in-class/the-cambridge-learner-attributes/
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-Cambridge online study resources; https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/why-choose-us/parents-

and-students/in-class/study-resources/

- COBIS are delighted to announce their first Free Virtual University Fair, delivered in partn

ership with The University Guys. Wednesday 7 October 2020, 8-11am BST and 3-6pm BST. The Fair is
open to students, families and staff from COBIS schools and we would recommend our iGCSE
Cambridge students to take the opportunity even though this step is only on the horizon. It will help
focus ambitions and give students a clearer idea of what they are working towards -

further details here: https://www.cobis.org.uk/students/upcoming-activities-calendar/uni-fair

COBIS Virtual University Fair
Wednesday 7 October 2020
8-Tlam BST and 3-6pm BST

COBIS mf —T
Council of Britah UNIVERSITY
internationat Schools GUYS




Global Education:

Heritage teachers and students participated in the launch of the Climate Action Project this week - lots
of activities taking place in classes, exploring the causes of climate change. Students develop their

research skills, create lots of final products and connect to other participants in other 125 countries
around the world.

EDUCATOR CLASSROOM

2020 - 2021 2020 - 2021




Heritage has been awarded the National Quality Label for the eTwinning project ‘Responsible
Consumers’, run between Heritage school and a school in Arluno, Italy, on the topic of healthy lifestyle
and eating habits.

We have been praised to have done a great job organizing the Twin Space and designing simple yet
creative and attractive for students activities. Students have

Twinning Quality Label ——— . . .
. communicated in a foreign language and have learnt about the

e s o i digestive system and the healthy eating habits in an unusual way.
o e prect During the online meetings students have presented their works
Nassiteile consnuirs and shared their insights. What stands out in this project is the
communication. Students interacted a lot during the online

2. v meetings and on the Forum. All in all it was not only a project

dominated by a positive atmosphere but it was also one that got
the students learning.
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October 5th,2020
October 7th,2020
October I1**-October 31,2020
October 14™ 2020
October 15™ 2020

UN World Teachers’ Day
COBIS virtual Universities Fair
Internet Safety Month

Chisinau City Day

World Maths Day

Six things NOT to do when wearing a face covering

DO NOT use if damaged or damp
DO NOT wear it around chin
DO NOT wear loose-fitting mask

DO NOT pull away from face to speak
DO NOT touch front of mask
DO NOT share your mask

The Four COVID Personallty Types

(spotted at the local grocery store)
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ENTRANCES

Parents/visitors:
According to tho schadule:

64 6B 6E
9A
10E

A Smart School Life
to Prevent COVID-19

Open windows often to let fresh air in and
clean your desk regularly.

@ Occasionally open the windows for your health and that of your friends.
Especially, do so right after arriving at school and during break, lunchtime,
and dlean-up time!

@ Clean your own desk reqularly.

This is how your school life should be:

@ Always wear 3 mask during classes and breaks.

@ Wash your hands often.

@ When coughing or sneezing, cover your mouth
and nose with your sleeve.

® Avoid physical contact, such as holding hands.

@ Do not let others use your personal belongings.

Be considerate to your friends during lunchtime.
@ In the school cafeteria, fine up at double arm's length apart

from each other.
@ Do nottalk while eating.

@ Take off your face mask right before eating your meal
and put it back on immediately after.

If you are feeling ill, tell your teacher.

@ Ifyou have fever, sore throat, cough,
or runny nose, tell your teacher right away.

@ If your friend becomes a confirmed case, do not panic;

just follow your teacher’s instructions.
Q) 22

CORONAVIRUS
SOCIAL DISTANCING

PLEASE KEEP
APART




Protect yourself and loved ones
from coronavirus.

Wash your hands regularly Cover your mouth and nose

with soap and water.

while sneezing or coughing.

Avoid close contact with

anyone who has a cold
or flu-like symptoms.

Director: director@heritage.md

Academic/Secondary School inga.chiosa@heritage.md
Primary School: elize.morin@heritage.md
International: international @heritage.md
Family Liaison Officer: diana.pulbere@heritage.md

If you have fever, cough
and difficulty breathing,
seek medical care early.

§
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-
unicef@  for every child

School psychologist: olesea.pletniov@heritage.md

Head of English Department: liliana.pulbere@heritage.md
ESL Cambridge primary: larisa.mirza@heritage.md
Absences: school.absences@heritage.md

Buses/meals: tatiana.arnautu@bheritage.md

Hybrid Learning Coordinator: tatiana.popa@heritage.md

Follow Heritage on social media: FB (@heritage.moldova) Webpage (www.heritage.md) Twitter(@HIS_Moldova
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